A GRAMMAR OF THE 


E. 

£ is the letter which occurs moll frequently ia the Enelilh lan- 
guage. 

■E is long, as in feme ; or fhort, as in cellar, fiparate, 

celebrate , min, then. 

It is always fiiort before a double confonant, or two 
confonancs, relent, medlar, reptile , f 'erphu , cellar , cejfa- 
Uon, blejfmg, fell, felling , debt. 

E is always mute at the end cf a word, except in ino- 
nolyllables that have no other vowel, as the ; or proper 
names, as Penelope, Phebe , Derbe ; being uied to mo- 
dify the foregoing confonant, as face, once, hedge, 
oblige or to lengthen the preceding vowel, as ban, 
P^ne 5 can, cane ; pin, pine j tm , tune •, rob, robe pip, 
pope i fir, fire 5 cur,' cure tub, tube. 

-Almofl all words which now terminate in confonantj ended an- 
ciently in c, as jvvy, yeart ; nxilducfs, •wildntjfi ; which e probably had 
the force of the French e feminine, and conllituted a lyllable with its 
♦isi'iciitE confonant ; for* in old editions.* words are iometimes di~ 
vidcd thus, cL'a re, fdl'Uy kuo r wleJ-gc. This t was perhaps for a time 
vocal O' file nt in poetry as convenience required ; b lie u has been 
long wholly units* Camden calls it the fiient r* 

It does not always lengthen the foregoing vowel, as 
glove, live, give. 

It has fometimes in the end of words a found ob- 
faire, and fcarcely perceptible, as open, fbapen, Jhotten , 
tbiflk, participle, metre, litae. 

E forms a diphthong with a, as near-, with i, as 
deign, receive-, and with a or to, as new, flew. 

P,i! founds like e long, as mean ; or like ee, as dear, 
clear, near. 

Et i, founded like e long, as feeze, perceiving. 

Eu founds as it long anti foft. 

E, a, u arc combined in beauty and its derivatives, but 
have only the found of u. 

E may be laid to form a diphthong by reduplication 

as agree, fleeping. * 

fa is found in where it is founded as t ihort ; and in mbit 

where it ib pronounced like re, i t } 



/has a found, long, as fine ; and fhort, as fin. 


That is eminently obfervablS in i, which may be ltkcwifc remarked 
in Other letters, that the iheut found is not the long found cortti ic-H 
but a found whollv different. * 7 

The long found tn mcnofyllablcs is always marked by 
the e final, as thin, thine. J 

1 is often founded, before r as a Ihort u • as flirt, firfi, 
Jmrt\ 

It forms a diphthong only with e, as field, fhhld 
which is founded as the doubles ; except friend, which 
is founded as frhtd. 

1 is joined with «r in lieu, and tv» in mir to ; which triphthong ire 
sounded as thu open u, 6 



O is long, as bone, obedient, corroding ; or fhorr as 

block, knock, oblique, loll. 7 

Women is pronounced wimen. 


*i he Short e lws fometimes the found of a dole rr, as fin, cant. 

O coal e fees into a diphthong with *, as moan, groan 
approach j ca has the found oi o long. ’ 

. 0 ii COt ' in ^ words derived from Greek, a5 <m**w 

hf ee being not ,n Laglilh diphthong, they are better w nttea^l 
lb i v are fumjctjfd* with only r, economy. 

W ith i, as oil , foil, moil, noifome. 

'I bi> coalition of letters feems to unite the founds of the two trt 

ter as lur a ; tw , found, can be united without being deftroved and 

tnere.o.e approaches more ncuily than any combination in car tongue 
to the notion oi ,1 diphthong. 

With o, as boot, hoot, cooler 5 oo has the found of the 
Italian u. 

7 or . Tr ’ as oip-, power, flower but in fome 
words nas only the found of o long, as in foul, bowl, 

jffgrcvf Theie different founds are ufed to diltinguilh 
i m rent figmheations ; as bow, an inftrument for fhoot- 
ing ; tow, a deprefiion of the head : few, the file of a 

hw,jow, to fcatter feed : bcwl, an orbicular body* 
novel, a wooden vefiel. 3 

Ou is fometimes pronounced like * foft, as court ; 
fometimes like o fhorr, as cough ; fometimes like«dofe 

c!ui reach ^ ° Fn3 35 tm % h • which «fc only 


Ou is frequently ufed in the lift fy liable of words which in J 4t j 
end la or, and are made Englifti, as honour % labour, favour r from ^ 
nor, labor ^ fervor. 

Some late innovators have ejctHed the **, without confiderijip 
the laft ly liable gives the found neither of or nor ur^ but a found be* 
tween them, if not compounded of both; beiides that they are p ro , 
bably derived co ub from the French nanus in cur , as honcur y fxvcur 

I u * 

U is long in ufe, confufton ; or Ihort, as us, concuf. 
/ton. 

It coale fees with a, e, i, o\ but has rather in thefc 
combinations the force of the w confonant, as quaff 
qnefi, quit, quite, languifh ; fometimes in in the i lefts 
its found, as in juice. It is fometimes mute before a / 
i, % as guard, gttejl, guife , buy. 

L’ is followed by e in •virtue, but the e has no found. 

Ve is fometimes mute at die end of a word, in imitation of the 
French, as prorogue, fynagegut, ptegne, vague, harangue. 

Y. 

T is a vowel, which, as Quintilian obferves of one 
of the Roman letters, we might want without inco-ve 
ntence, but that we have it. It fupplies the place of 
i at the end of words, as thy j before an /, as idtim. 
and is commonly retained in derivative words where it 
was part of a diphthong in the primitive ; as dejhci dt 
ftroyer ; betray, betrayed, betrayer ; pray, prayer * far 
fiver i day, days. ’ " A 

T being the Saxon vowel j, which was commonly ufed v ,he- I. 
now p'Ut, occurs very ficqueutly in all old books. 1 w 

General Rules. 

A vowel in the beginning or middle lyllable, before 
two confonants, is commonly fhort, as opportunity. 

In monolyllables a fingtc vowel before a finale conso- 
nant is fliort, as flag, frog. ° 

Of CONSONANTS. 

B. 

B has one unvaried found, fuch as It obtains in other 
languages, 

k is mute in debt, debtor, fib tie, doubt, lamb, limb , 
dumb, thumbs climb, combs womb. 

It is ufed before / and r, as blank t kronen . 

c . 

C has before e and i the found of f h as fmcereh, cen- 
truk, century, armjar after n, city, Jiccity • before «, c , 

and«, it Ion nas like k, as calm, concavity, copper, hi 

corporate , curiofity, concupifcznce . 

% 

C ’ Hugh t be omitted in Ac language without lofs, fnce one of its 

found, might be luppljcd by A and the oilier by k, but that it 0K - 

y-f t0 the e > c th “ ecjmolosy of words, as fL &om L , ? L 
twi from captmus, J ^ ^ 1 

Ch has a found which is analyfed into tjh, as church, 

.* f J , s , tlie f ‘ imc f a u»d which the Italians 

give to the cfimple before / and e, as citta, cerro. 

Ch « founded like k m words derived from the Greek, 
z$ ctf'mft, fckme , c holer. Arch is commonly founded 
f k heforc a vowel, as archangel ; and with the Enelifo 
lound of ch before a confonant, as anhbifhop. & 

dS lllyT French WOrdi not ^nuhted, founds like fi, as 

fo™ wmi n f “ W n ^er end, ,i word ; them- 

voids Tu£ ei ’ h ’ WhtCh were °«gu>all yfiicit, btieke, in fuch 
woras. l, is now mute. 

It is ufed before I and r, as tkek, trefi. 

D 

Is uniform in its found, as death , diligent. 

It is ufed before r, a s rfW, drefi-, audio, as dwell. 

F. 

F, though having a name beginning with a vowel , it 
^ numbered by the grammarians among the femi- 
*oue s, ytt has this quality of a mute, that it is com 
inodiouffy founded before a liquid, as fla.fi, fly, freckle. 

k has an unvariable Sound, except that of is fometimes 
ipoken nearly as ov. 

G. 

G has two founds, one hard, a3 in g cy , g0 , gun ; the 
other fofr, as in gem, giant. * 6 


At 




E N 


G L I S H 


At the end of a word it is always hard, ring, f>-ug> 
fottZy 

Before e and i the found is uncertain. 

G before c is foft, as gem, generation, , 
pehl geefc ret, gewgaw, and derivatives t 

ZigigfdflA Jpvr. “ d S'" crall >' brf0r= ' 

at the end ot words, as Jingo * # 

Gis mute before n, as gnajh, flgn, foreign. 

G before i is hard, as ^except .in 
gibbet, gibe, giblets, gtles, gill, gtlliflower , gin, g g , 

^Ghmihc beginning of a word has thc found of the 
hard a as ghojlly i in the middle, and Ionic times atthv, 
enchlt is quite fffent, as though right, fought, ipoken 

U it has often at the end the found of /, as » 

-whence laughter retains the fame found in the unadie; 
cough, t, sitgh, fiugb, tough , enough, Jhugh. 

It is not to be doubted, but that in the original pronunciation gb 
had the force of a confonant, deeply guttural, which n Hill con u- 

med amarg the Scotch, 

G is ufed before t \ aud r. 

H. 

H is a note of afpiration, and Ihows that the following 
vowel muff be pronounced with a fireng emiffion of the 
breath, at hat, herfe. 

It feldom, perhaps never, begins any but the hrtt 
fyllable, in which it is always founded with a lull 
Kr^rh pvrent in heir, herb, heftier, honour, humble. 


tongue. 

pre “ s£Tm yf ’ 

‘" ? |7is ? fometLcs founds, in words derived irom 
theTrench, like k, as conquer, liquor, rijqitc, chequer. 

R. 

R has the fame rough foarling found as in other 
tongues. 

The Snxons ufed often to pot b before it, as before / at the be- 

Z '"Mh Id ?Sf!vords derived from the Creek, a, myrrh, mynhint, 
catarrhiits, t-hrum , rheumatitn. rhyme. 

Re, at the end of fome words derived from the Latin 
or French, is pronounced like a weak er, as thuitie, 

fepulchre. 

S. 

S has a hilling found, as filiation, fifer. 

A Jingle s fddom ends ary word, except the third perfon of verbs, 
/(Wf ( vrcivs > and iiic plurals oi nouns* ns trec f ffci 3 

the pronouns this, hts, cun, yours, us ; the erb - T and v ords 
derived fr^ra Latin, as nbus, furplxa ; the dole being always cither 
in Jr, as hcuje, htrj't , or in Js, as gr&fi are/t , bit. i, lejs, ancient y 

grajf, drrjfe* 

S finglc, at the end of words, has a groffer found, 
like that of z, as frees? except this y thus? us , rebus* 

furphts, # - 

It founds like 2 before im 9 if a vewd goes before, 

as intrujtm% and like yi if it follows a confonant, as 

converfiOfl. 

h founds like 2 before e mute, as ref ufe, and before 

_ , „ x * t ip ft. pi . . . tr 


J. 

J confonant founds uniformly like the foft£, and is 
therefore a letter ufelefe, except in etymology, as eja- 
culation, jeftc r, jocund , juke. 

Ki 

K has the found of hard c, and is ufed before e and i, 
where, according to Englifli analogy, c would be foft, 
as kept, king, jurat, fieptick, for lb it lhould be wimen, 
not fieptick. 

J[ i$ a fed before /j* r*5 l veil, l rot, but totally lofcs its found* 

A' is never doubled ; bur c is ufed before it to fliorten 
the vowel by a double confonant* as cockle ^ pi kk* 



L has in Englifh the fame liquid found as in other 
languages* 


The cull Am is tc double the / at the end of monofylkWes, as kill, 
nritl, fttU Thefe avoids were originally written ktile, <it ilk,ft/hi; 
and when the e fult grew lilent. and was afeerw ards omutetij the 
It was retained, to i r .irce, according to the analogy of our lan- 
guage to the fare going vowel. 


L is fometimes mute, as in calf, half, halves, calves, 
could, would, Jkould , pfihn, talk, falmon , falcon. 

The Saxon, who ddigfitwl in jcttor.il founds, fometimes afpirated 
the / at the beginning of word;, .is hh F , aha/, or bread-, hj» F ptl( 
a lord ; byt this pronunciation is now duulcj. 


Le at the end of words is pronounced like a weak el 
in which the f is almoft mute, as table,. /buttle. 

M. 

M has always the fame found, as murmur, monu- 
mental. 


■ : ,~s ■ n. 

N has always the fame found, as noble, manners. 

A is fometimes mute alter m, as damn, condemn, 
hymn. 1 


Germans confound with B. 

P is fometimes mute, as in fj r a!m, and between 
t, as tempt. 

. F/i ' s . l,ic ^ ^ >r / in words derived from the Gre 
pbilofopber, philanthropy, Philip. 

Ck 

a Jhf ’ n ? ther , 1;m p a g«, is always followed 
and has a found which our Saxon anceftors w f 


It is the peculiar quality of./, that it may be founded before all 
confonant ,. except ar and s, in which / is computed, .v being only 
h, and S a hard or grofs f. This / is therefore termed by gr?.m- 
marians J:<* potf/mii Ltera ; the re a ton of which th 1 rued Dr. 
Clarks erroneoully fijppofed to be, -hat in fome words it might be 
doul. led at plealure. Thus we find in feieial languages . 

ZCityofM, fiaiter, Jdegno, fdnteei-.h, JfaicUyre, eft/, y rare, 
fgranare, jheke, f amber, fineii, jirife, Jpoce, jyc , firing, /queenc, 

fire-w, Jirp, jirevgth, ftran.-n, jwt.twa, ■ •sty;/. 

S is mute in ifle, if and, dernefne, vif count, 

T. 

T has its cuffomary found, as take, temptation. 

Hi before a vowel has the found of ft, as fahwtion, 
except an f goes before, as qtiejlhn, excepting like- 
wife derivatives from y, as mighty, mightier. 

fib has two founds the one fott, as thus, whether ; 
the other hard, as thing, think. The found is loft in 
thefe words, then , theme, and there, with their deriva- 
tives and compounds, that, thefe , thou, thee, thy , thine, 
their , they, this, thefe, them, though, thus, and in all 
words between two vowels, as father, whether and be- 
ween r and a vowel, as burthen. 

In other words it is hard, as thick, thunder, faith, 
faithful. Where it is Tokened at the end of a word, an e 
ft lent mu ft be added, as breath, breathe > cloth , clothe. 

V. 

V has a found of near affinity to that of f. vain, 
vanity. 

From / ill the likndick alphabet, ■» is only diAinguifhcd by a dia- 
critical point. 

w. 

Of -Ltr, which in diphthongs is often an undoubted 
vowel, fome grammarians have doubted whether it 
ever be a confonant ; and not rather as it is called x 
double it or ou, as water may be rclolved into ouaier ; 
but letters of the fame found are always reckoned confo- 
nants in other alphabets : and it may be obferved, that 
w follows a vowel without any hiatus or difficulty of 
utterance, as frofly winter. 

V/h has a found accounted peculiar to the Englifli, 
which the Saxons better exprelled by bp, Inv, as what, 
whence, whiting-, in whore only, and fometimes in 
wholefime, cob is founded like a limple h. 

X. 

X begins no Englifh word ; it has the found of ks, 
as axle, extraneous, . 

Y. 

/, when it loliows a cotilonant, is a vowel - when it 
precedes either vowel or diphthong, is a confonant, 

SG 
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